
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                           December 30, 2018 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship – Luke 2:1-20 
 Hymn – Insert [The Race That Long in Darkness Pined] 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, you are always seeking to connect me to the 
internal life I am actually having, the thoughts, feelings, 
impressions and sensations that are moving below the chatter 
that fills my awareness most of the time.  It is usually not easy for 
me to perceive below the chatter and attend to these life-saving 
disclosures that intrude into it.  The chatter is familiar and holds 
at bay anything that frightens or distresses me.  However, by 
doing so the chatter also imprisons me in the routines that subtly 
and effectively rob me of my vitality.  I view these life-saving 
thoughts and feelings and impressions as being something bad or 
reprehensible, whereas they are in truth invitations from you 
designed to balance my life and keep me safe from the excesses 
to which I have grown accustomed.  Help me grasp that these 
disclosures I consider to be intrusions are in reality the means 
whereby you redeem and save me.  Awaken me to the way I 
judge what you offer me so that I can perceive them in this way. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 2:(22-40) 41-52 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert [And Art Thou Come with Us to Dwell] 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for January 6, 2019 
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; 
Ephesians 3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 

 
F.Y.I. 
 There is a sign-up for a Centering Prayer group to be held on 
Monday afternoons, at 1pm, at the church. 
 It is time to budget for 2019. There is a letter concerning this, 
as well as pledge cards, on the table in the coffee area.  Pledges 
may be placed in the offering plates on any Sunday or mailed to 
the church office.  Offering envelopes are on the table as well. 
 An article on the birth we celebrate at Christmas is on the table 
in the coffee room. 
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First Sunday After Christmas Day (Luke 2:22-40) 41-52. 
 At Christmas we talk about the birth of Jesus. A time has come 
when the Christian Church needs to find a more adequate way to 
talk about this birth, a way that is more inclusive and welcoming of 
those who do not speak our language. 
 The talk about the birth of Jesus refers to a different mind that 
comes alive in us and influences us. Our inherited mind moralizes 
on us, assesses and evaluates everything about us in terms of 
whether or not it is correct according to the standards which we 
inherited. What is manifest in the birth and life of Jesus is a different 
mind, one that does not moralize but rather embraces and 
appreciates whatever is true of us as a way to help us do the same. 
  When we talk about the birth at Christmas, we are referring to 
this different mind coming alive in us and influencing us. It may have 
been that this mind was nonexistent before the life of Jesus, and 
that its first appearance was in him and he was able to recognize it 
and be consciously open to its influence. Or, it may have been that 
this mind was always available to human beings and that Jesus was 
the first person to grasp it and consciously be open to its influence. 
Or, it may have been that this mind has slowly unfolded itself 
throughout human history, has to some degree been realized by 
other human beings in different times and places, and that it was 
particularly and especially manifest in the life of Jesus who 
consciously opened to its influence. Whichever of these is true, 
what we celebrate at Christmas is the reality that this mind was 
manifest in the life of a human being who consciously opened to its 
influence in approaching and living life, plus the truth that this same 
mind and ability to consciously open to its influence is also available 
to us. The emphasis at Christmas is not on Jesus, but on the mind 
that was operative in him and its appearance in our own human life. 
 If we pay attention, we will notice that this mind we celebrate at 
Christmas is manifest in many people who have no connection to 
Christianity and its language. Our task is to support/encourage this 
mind wherever it appears, whatever language is used to express it, 
and to teach others about it and how to open to its efforts to 
redeem and save us all by freeing us from being dominated by the 
content of our inherited mind.      (Jim Robie, 12-28-18) 
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First Sunday After Christmas Day - Luke 2:(22-40) 41-52 
 A 21st century way to talk about Christmas is to use the concept 
of a “mind.” The birth celebrated at Christmas can be described as 
the appearance in human experience of a mind that is different 
from the mind in which we habitually live. To be more specific, our 
human mind moralizes on us; that is, it focuses on whether or not 
the life we are living is right or wrong, and is preoccupied with 
assessing and evaluating whether our thoughts, feelings and 
actions are correct or not. What we celebrate at Christmas is the 
arrival of a different mind that comes alive in us and which has an 
entirely different focus. This mind is fascinated with our life and is 
interested in understanding it and appreciating it. This mind feels 
for us and with us, thinks about us, works to understand us, and 
appreciates everything about us. This mind is different from our 
mind; however, it can engage with and relate to our minds, and our 
minds can internalize and appropriate it. We can receive from this 
mind, can grasp its content, and can experience its way of seeing 
and working. This different mind can and does grow alongside our 
inherited mind, and as it does it transforms what we inherited, 
expanding it by encouraging us to feel, think, and understand 
whatever is necessary to relate to and appreciate what and who 
we are. 
 When we talk about what is born at Christmas, we are referring 
to this different mind coming alive in us and influencing us. It may 
have been that this mind was nonexistent before the life of Jesus, 
and that its first appearance was in him and he was able to 
recognize it and be consciously open to its influence. Or, it may 
have been that this mind was always available to human beings and 
that Jesus was the first person to grasp it and consciously be open 
to its influence. Or, it may have been that this mind has slowly 
unfolded itself throughout human history, has been to some 
degree realized by other human beings who lived in different times 
and places, and that it was particularly and especially manifest in 
the life of Jesus who consciously opened to its influence. 
Whichever of these is true, what we celebrate at Christmas is the 
reality that this mind was manifest in the life of a human being who 
consciously opened to its influence in approaching and living life, 

plus the truth that this same mind and ability to consciously open 
to its influence is also available to us. The emphasis at Christmas is 
not on Jesus, but on the mind that was operative in him and its 
appearance in a human life, even ours. 
 This past Season of Advent we have been talking about how God 
prepares us for the birth of this mind. The First Sunday of Advent 
describes how this preparation begins: thoughts, or feelings, or 
perceptions appear in our awareness which do not match our 
understanding and experience of the person we know ourselves to 
be. This intrusion costs us: we lose the easy familiarity we have had 
with ourselves in some area of our life, and in that area,  we lose the 
energy for continuing to live as we have in the past. Simply said: we 
lose the heart for some activity or role we have occupied in the past. 
This internal event is addressed by our normal and familiar human 
mind, which evaluates and assesses the intrusion, and we end up 
being judged for it having happened. The Second Sunday of Advent 
describes a development that comes from this awareness: there 
appears in us a cluster of abilities which will be used to recover from 
the loss—the ability to feel our way into the loss, to think about the 
loss and reflect on what it tells us about ourselves, and the ability to 
respond by doing something/anything which will restore the ease 
which has been lost. Sometimes, the changes we make are 
successful in relieving the loss and restoring to us a sense of well-
being. The Third Sunday of Advent describes what occurs when this 
relief does not appear: we are left having to face the fact that we do 
not know how to bring relief to ourselves and do not know what to 
do or where to go from here. The Fourth Sunday of Advent 
describes how this situation unfolds: into this experience a message 
[an insight] is delivered to us which reinterprets our situation. The 
message basically tells us that we are pregnant with something that 
will address our loss and keep us safe from wearing out from the 
constant effort to make the loss go away. What will come to life is 
something we could not possibly conceive of, and what we need to 
do is wait and watch for its delivery. This message brings us an 
alternative to the judgment we are experiencing over of the loss 
that has come to us. These four internal events create a place in us 
for the birth of this other mind. Into this situation of waiting and 



watching we begin to experience a different way of relating to the 
loss we are experiencing. Rather than judgment, we get sympathy, 
compassion, acceptance, and welcome as a person who has lost 
the ease with which we have related to ourselves. The situation we 
are in gets appreciated rather than evaluated. This different mind 
takes up residence within us and begins to impact the way we 
experience ourselves, and slowly effects the way we relate to the 
rest of the created order. The mind that was in Jesus is born in us. 
 It is easy to understand the reading for today when we use the 
metaphor of a different mind as a way to understand what God was 
doing in the life of Jesus of Nazareth. When Jesus is presented in 
the temple, Simeon praises God because he has been allowed to 
grasp what God will do to defend the people and keep them safe. 
Simeon refers to Jesus as “a light for revelation.” The word 
translated as “light for revelation” means “luminousness,” from a 
root “to shine or make manifest.” This mind works like a light which 
shines in our life and illuminates more of who we are than is 
currently in our awareness. Its way of relating to us exposes the 
inner judgments that are at work in us and which tend to 
encourage us to be against the person we actually are and to be in 
favor of who we want to be or believe we should be. This disclosing 
allows us to become aware of and consider the internal forces that 
shape us. Simeon also says: “This child is destined for the falling 
and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 
so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed.” The 
appreciative way this mind relates to us discloses the rigidity of our 
inherited ideals regarding who we should be, and these ideals get 
re-examined so that those which no longer are adequate can be 
modified, and more realistic ideas about who we are can enter our 
awareness to be considered. Our normal human mind will oppose 
this work, and as it does so our own inner thoughts will come to 
awareness. In the process our own souls will be pierced [the word 
“pierce” means “to traverse,” from a root “to travel through, 
examine;” and the word “soul” refers to our ability to consciously 
have experiences]. As we oppose the disclosing which this mind 
works in us, we will travel through and examine our own way of 

organizing, experiencing and expressing our life, and through this 
divulging the way we relate to ourselves will change. 
 The prophet, Anna, reminds us that this mind is concerned with 
redemption [the word means “something to loosen with”]. This 
mind loosens our grip on our inherited life and its grip on us. It does 
this by slowly introducing us to what we inherited, and then 
showing us how what we inherited influences the way we relate to 
ourselves. The consequence of these in-sights is that we become 
more aware of how constrained, constricted and restricted we are 
by what we inherited. As we come to know how limited and partial 
what we inherited is, the grip on us of what we inherited is 
loosened. 
 There is a quality about this mind that is directly unsettling. The 
text says that those in the temple who listened to the boy Jesus 
were “amazed at his understanding.” The word translated as 
“amazed” is a word meaning “to put out of wits, i.e. astound, or 
make insane.” Astound means “to shock or affect strongly;” this is 
caused by encountering something unprecedented in one’s 
experience. The way this mind operates in us is shocking to us 
because it relates to us based on different assumptions than the 
ones normally used by our mind. We are accustomed to being 
judged and criticized, so it is unsettling and disconcerting when this 
familiar moralizing is missing. We are used to being on the defensive 
and reacting to the customary evaluative chatter we hear in our 
head. In the absence of this chatter it is possible to be perplexed 
and lost. 

While this different mind is obedient to God’s work of saving us, 
of keeping us safe from the excesses of our inherited mind [the boy 
Jesus needed “to be in my Father’s house” or “to be about my 
Father’s interests”], this different mind is also obedient to our 
inherited mind in the sense that it remains subject to its guidance 
and demands [the boy returns with his parents and is “obedient” to 
them]. In this way, this mind experiences the pressures which shape 
us; it learns by experience what we are molded by. As it does this, it 
increases in wisdom [the word means wisdom], and it increases in 
favor [the word means graciousness]; that is, as this mind becomes 
better acquainted with us it becomes more gracious toward us. 



 Everything God will do with us begins with the introduction and 
appropriation of this mind. This mind modifies the judgments 
against us for being as we are and helps us explore and appreciate 
what is true of us. In this way it delivers us, protects us and keeps 
us safe. This mind is consecrated to this work, and has the authority 
to accomplish this work, as is evidenced by the fact that it never 
stops, and, as we eventually learn, is irrepressible. All of us are born 
with the ability to interact with this mind and receive from it. Slowly 
we learn to live graciously with who we are, which allows who we 
are to be unpacked and understood. This mind that unpacks and 
understands us comes to live with us and very quickly appears in 
the ordinary life we live each day. 

[Jim Robie, 12-28-18, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 2:(22-40) 41-52] 

 
 

 


